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Kellie D'Orsa was getting ready to
board a plane to New Zealand when
the pandemic hit earlier this year.

As the founder and sole operator
of Cardiac Skills Australia - a business
specialising in cardiac ultrasound
training for medical professionals -
travel was essential to her ability to
conduct workshops both interstate and
QvVerseds

When restrictions put a halt to travel,
the Torquay businesswoman knew she
had to quickly transform the way she
operated in order to meet the demand
for her services

“After New Zealand | was scheduled
for workshops in Noosa and then
Sydney,” said Kellie, whose work has
also taken her to Singapore, London,
China, Indonesia and Taiwan.

“l had to pretty much think on my feet
and start training up senior educators
in each state to deliver what | would
normally do myself.”

Kellie, an accredited cardiac
sonographer, established Cardiac
Skills Australia in 2013 after seeing a
gap in the market for training doctors
who work in emergency, ICU and
dnaesinetics.

But she says the pandemic, while

challenging, has seen her business
undergo huge expansion and she now
has a team of 30 trainers and speakers
working across Australia and New
Zealand.

| use a simple, step-by-step approach

Kellie previously had a hands-on approach
to training and has successfully changed
her defivery model to work in with COVID-19
restrictions.
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The audience that | teach requires
this tra ning more than ever,” she said.

“Doctors on the frontline need this
cardiac ultrasound skill at the bedside
to diagnose if COVID has affected a
patient’s heart function.”

The single mum-of-two says while
she has missed travelling, she has
relished having more time with her
daughters and hopes her work ethic
and entrepreneurial spirit will rub off on
Alegria, 9, and Abigail, 8

Kellie has used the enforced time
at home to focus on other aspects of
the business, including working with
Gruff Design on a website update ant
planning her first Torquay two-day
WOrkshop in mig-January next year
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about her work in the medical field.
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